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View Restoration Ordinance Passed by Beverly Hills City Council

Beverly Hills, CA — The Beverly Hills City Council has passed the first reading of a view
restoration ordinance that establishes a process by which Trousdale residents may address
foliage on a neighbor's property that blocks their view.

At the Nov. 15, 2011 meeting, the City Council unanimously approved the multi-step
process that includes initial neighbor outreach and mediation. The ordinance encourages
residents to work out view issues among themselves and brings in the City only when
neighbors are unable to come to an agreement. The ordinance is scheduled for a second
reading on Dec. 6 and would go into effect on Jan. 5.

In summary, the ordinance allows a resident, or "view owner," who believes that his or her
view is being blocked by privately owned foliage on a neighbor's property to send @
certified letter to the neighbor, or “foliage owner,” asking that they trim the vegetation. If the
foliage and view owners cannot agree on what needs to be done, the view owner would
offer mediation to the foliage owner, which involves a neutral mediator assisting the parties
to come to agreement. If agreement is still not reached, the view owner may apply for a
Planning Commission hearing and Planning Commission decisions could be appealed to the

City Council.

All application fees would be borne by view owners. Costs for trimming the foliage could be
borne by the view owner or foliage owner, depending on when resolution is reached and
the level of participation by the foliage owner. The amount of the fees and fee structure will
be approved by the City Council at a later date.

Guidelines to the view restoration ordinance are being developed and will be discussed by
the Planning Commission on December 19, 2011 at 1:30 p.m. The guidelines will be
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available on the City’s website in January. Residents can contact the Planning Department at
any time by calling (310) 285-1135.

The ordinance is the second view-restoration action taken by the City Council this year. In
August, the council approved an ordinance, also for the Trousdale areq, that addressed the
more obvious cases of view blockage by defining closely growing trees as hedges, and
specifying the maximum height at which hedges can be maintained on slopes between
properties.

HHEH



