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ARREST OF SUSPECT THREATENING OFFICERS WITH A KNIFE

On March 31, 2011, at approximately 10:35 p.m., Beverly Hills officers contacted a male
individual in the area of Doheny Drive and Sierra. Officers obtained the individual's identity
and as they waited for a computer check, the individual, Ronald Rivers, 58, began to walk
away. Shortly after, the officers discovered that Rivers had an outstanding warrant for his
arrest. As the officers attempted to detain Rivers near Doheny and Hillcrest, he was standing
approximately 30" away on an easement slope in foliage. When asked to come down, he
produced a knife and threatened to harm the officers in order to avoid arrest. Rivers ultimately
dropped his knife and surrendered when additional units, a K-9 officer and an officer with a
bean bag shotgun, arrived at the scene. Rivers was taken into custody without further incident.
Neither the suspect nor any officers were injured during the incident. Rivers was charged with
417.8 PC, Drawing/Exhibiting Weapon at Peace Officer and an outstanding warrant for
resisting/obstructing a peace officer.

"Considering the volatile circumstances where deadly force can sometimes be a split second
decision, our officers used tremendous restraint in getting Mr. Rivers to peacefully surrender,"
said Lieutenant Tony Lee. "In this type of scenario, and there has been many in other
jurisdictions, | can't tell you how many times it came to a tragic end, and justifiably so. I'm
really proud of their professionalism."
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