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Sculptor Robert Graham Dies at Age 70 
Creator of "Torso" Sculpture on Rodeo Drive Was Recently Inducted Into the  

California Hall of Fame  
 

          Beverly Hills, CA –World-famous sculptor Robert Graham, who created the iconic 

"Torso" sculpture that graces Rodeo Drive, died Saturday at age 70. He passed away at Santa 

Monica UCLA Medical Center from an undisclosed illness. 

         Based in Los Angeles, Graham is widely known for his civic monuments and public 

installations all over the world.  The 14-foot-tall "Torso" was installed at the corner of Rodeo 

Drive and Dayton Way to mark Rodeo Drive as the location of the "Walk of Style™" event, 

honoring designers for their contributions to the worlds of fashion and entertainment.  The 

2004 work is emblematic of Graham's lifelong fascination with the female form.   

 "We are very saddened by the loss of this great artist," said Beverly Hills Mayor Barry 

Brucker. "Beverly Hills is extremely privileged to be a permanent home for one of Robert 

Graham's sculptures and we are grateful for his contributions to our community." 

         Born in Mexico City in 1938, Graham received his B.A. at San Jose State University and 

M.F.A. at the San Francisco Art Institute.  Since 1964, his work has been the subject of more 

than 80 solo and two retrospective exhibitions in the United States, Europe, Japan and Mexico.  

His work is also part of many national and international museum collections. One of his more 

recent exhibitions was held at the ACE Gallery in Beverly Hills in March and April of 2008. 

          Local monuments by Robert Graham include "The Great Bronze Doors" for the 

Cathedral of Our Lady of Angels, Los Angeles, 2002; and "Olympic Gateway" to 

commemorate the XXIIIrd Olympiad in Los Angeles, 1984; "Dance Door" at the Music Center 



 

Plaza in Los Angeles;  "Source Figure" at the First Interstate World Tower in downtown Los 

Angeles; Architectural projects include "Doumani House" and "Huston-Graham House," both 

in Venice, Calif. where he worked and lived with his wife, actress Angelica Huston.   

           Notable works outside of Los Angeles include the "Prologue" to the FDR Memorial,  

Washington, DC, 2001; and "Dance Columns" at the Wright-Runsted Building in Seattle, 

Washington.   

In December of 2008, Graham was inducted into The California Museum's California 

Hall of Fame. 
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